
Conceptual Framework 
The conceptual framework derived, from the philosophy, forms a basis for the organization and structure of the nursing curriculum. This 
framework serves as a guide for nursing instruction in the attainment of student learning outcomes. 

The framework consists of concepts that encompass the qualities of a successful graduate nurse. NLN competencies were chosen because 
they specifically define the competencies of the graduate Associate Degree Nurse. QSEN competencies reflect current contemporary practice. 
Concepts interlace NLN and QSEN competencies to achieve the goal of providing graduate nurses with the tools needed to provide holistic care 
in an ever-changing health care delivery system. Each competency includes knowledge, skills, and attitudes to serve as a basis for consistent 
performance expectations across academic and practice settings. 
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